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letter to the Duke of Buccleuch, dated May 14, 1818,
plainly indicates the interest on which Scott mainly re-
lied for its completion: "If you happen," he writes, "to
see Lord Melville, pray give him a jog about Fergu-
son's affair; hut "between ourselves, I depend chiefly on
the kind offices of Willie Adam, who is an auld sneck-
drawer." The Lord Chief-Commissioner, at all times
ready to lend Scott his influence with the Eoyal Family,
had, on the present occasion, the additional motive of
warm and hereditary personal regard for Ferguson.
I have placed together such letters as referred princi-
pally to the episode of the Eegalia; but shall now give,
in the order of time, a few which will sufficiently illus-
trate the usual course of his existence, while The Heart
of Mid-Lothian was in progress. It appears that he
resumed, in the beginning of this year, his drama of
DevorgoiL His letters to Terry are of course full of that
subject, but they contain, at the same time, many curious
indications of his views and feelings as to theatrical af-
fairs in general — and mixed up with these a most char-
acteristic record of the earnestness with which he now
watched the interior fitting up, as he had in the season
before the outward architecture, of the new edifice at
Abbotsford. Meanwhile it will be seen that he found
leisure hours for ^various contributions to periodical
works, —among others, an article on Kirkton's Church
History, and another on (of all subjects in the world)
military "bridge^ for the Quarterly Eeview; a spirited
version of the old German ballad on the Battle of Sem-
pach, and a generous criticism on Mrs. Shelley's romance
of Frankenstein, for Blackwood's Magazine. This being
the first winter and spring of Laidlaw's establishment at
Kaeside, communications as to the affairs of the farm
were exchanged weekly whenever Scott was in Edinburgh,
and they afford delightful evidence of that paternal so-
licitude for the well-being of his rural dependents, which
all along kept pace with Scott's zeal as to the economical

